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LWML President Ross to 
Ride in Tournament of 
Roses Parade  

 

LWML President Patti Ross has been invited 
to ride on the Lutheran Hour Ministries float 
during the Tournament of Roses Parade, 
airing on Monday, January 2, 2017.  President 
Patti Ross, a member of Christ The 
Redeemer, Tulsa, is a past president of the 
LWML Oklahoma District. The float design will 
celebrate the 500

th
 Anniversary of the 

Reformation and the 100
th
 Anniversary of Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM). 

LWML will celebrate its 75
th
 anniversary in 2017. LWML and LHM are the two 

official auxiliaries of The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod.  

 

The LHM float, an annual entry since 1951, is the only Christian float in the 
parade. The mission of the float is ñto provide a Christian witness and hope in 
Jesus Christ to the unchurched, who view the float in person and through the 
media.ò This yearôs theme for the float is ñCelebrate Jesus.ò Three large bells 
inscribed with the Lutheran mottos of ñGrace Aloneò, ñFaith Alone,ò and 
ñScripture Aloneò ring out. The float is fronted by Jesus standing at a replica of 
the doors of All Saints (Wittenburg Castle) Church where Martin Luther posted 
the 95 Theses. 
President Patti and her husband Bill, son John, along with her brother and his 
wife, will be traveling to Pasadena to participate in decorating floats with the 
LHM Petal Pushers for several days prior to the parade. While attending the 
LWML Pacific Southwest District Convention in June, Patti participated in the 
test and safety run of the float. Said President Patti, ñIt is a great honor to 
represent the women of the LWML and my home Oklahoma District in the 
parade! I am so excited!!ò   

 

For more details on the float, the parade, and how you can become a Petal 
Pusher, go to www.lhm.org.  

 

Submitted by Sharon Schmidt, Gospel Outreach Committee  

Above: This yearôs entry for the Tournament of Roses Parade. 
This yearôs theme is ñCelebrate Jesus.ò 



In Joyful Service  
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Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 

 

On November 11, Americans recognized Veterans for their service, Veteransô Day. Many school 
groups are, and will be doing, service projects for less fortunate groups in their communities during 
the holiday season. Businesses advertise that they have ñfriendly service.ò And, we as LWML 
members know who is asked at every opportunity to serve the members of our congregations and 
communities. What a privilege for each of us as LWML members to follow right in our Saviorôs 
footsteps as He came not to be served, but to serve. Matthew 20:28 (ESV) says, even as the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. Mark 10:43-45 
(ESV) says the same: But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever 

would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many. John 13 also includes similar words from Jesus.  
 

We are blessed and reminded in the New Testament that As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God's varied grace (I Peter 4:10, ESV). Many of us will be called upon in this Christmas season, and 
after as well, to serve in so many different capacities because of these God given gifts. As we each serve we should 
thank the Lord for the gift and the opportunity, but also be aware that it is God we serve. As Luke reminds us, No servant 
can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and money (Luke 16:13, ESV). 
 

Jesus reminds us how important serving is and says, If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will 
my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him (John 12:26, ESV). 
 

So, as Women in Mission we will continue to find more and more opportunities to serve in our churches and 
communities, but we will always know that it is not mankind we serve, because Jesus told us, Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me (Matthew 25:40b, ESV).  

Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 
President Dianna Just 

 

Shopping online? 

 

Support  LWML Oklahoma 
District when you shop for those 
last minute gifts. 
#StartWithaSmile at http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/23-
7540667, and Amazon donates 
0.5% of eligible purchases to the 
LWML Oklahoma District.  

Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 
hospitality (Romans 12:11b-13 ESV). 

 

Dianna Just,  
President 

Food for the Soul  

 

JOY: Jesus, Others, You. 
Who's your first priority this 
Christmas? May the true joy of 
Christmas shine through you this 
Christmas season.  

 

Dearest Jesus, thank You for 
making us Your first priority by 
coming to this earth to be our 
Savior. Help us to put You first 
this Christmas, this year, and 
always. Amen.  

 
Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr, 
Vice President of Christian Life 

òEurekaó Moment 

 

Looking for a fun project for the 
holidays? Take inspiration from our 
Young Women and bake cookies for 
your local police or firefighters. You 
don't have to stop there. Make them 
for anyone who has to work over the 
holidays: EMSA workers, doctors, 
nurses, or convenience store workers. 
Share God's love by showing them 
that you care. Attach a Mustard Seed 
and plant the Word of God. 

 

Submitted by Tish Mindemann, 
Vice President of Special Focus Ministries  

 
Above: Sara Voltaw, Theresa 
Roggow, Shawna Roggow, 
Jennifer Karner, Tish 
Mindemann, and Dalton Payne 
(in Tishôs arms) 
 
At left: Jennifer Karner and 
Theresa Roggow deliver 
cookies to one of our public 
servants.  



A Resolution for a New Year 
  

Another year is almost in the bag, with a new one right around the corner. Every December/
January people around the globe begin making New Yearôs resolutions, resolving to improve 
their position in life. Goodbye to the old me; hello to my new and improved self. Sure, we 
usually start out strong, we show a little determination, but eventually we settle back into the 
same old routines. We find ourselves in the same old habits and lifestyle to which weôve 
grown accustomed. 

  

What is it about change that on one hand seems so appealing yet on the other, so difficult to 
carry out? Weôve become complacent in our lives and in our habits. Jesus would say the 
spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. This is true not only in the way we live our lives but also 

 our sinful nature that clings to us so closely. We want to do good, we want to be right, but we 
 find sin always right there alongside us. 

  

 Now, letôs be honest. We can resolve to no longer sin until the cows come home, but the truth 
 is we cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Jesus nor come to Him. We must have 

something stronger than us, something bigger than us, someone who will pick us up, dust us off, and make us what we 
need to be. 

  

The truth is we are incapable of being righteous before God by our own ability. The Apostle Paul tells us this in 2 
Corinthians 5:17-21. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to 
us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God. 

[1]
 

  

We have been reconciled to Christ and are now new creations in Him. How did He do this? By shedding His blood on 
the cross for you and for me. What a message we have to tell the whole world. No longer do you need to resolve to 
become a better you. You are washed in the blood of a crucified and risen Savior in Whom you have the forgiveness of 
sins and the free gift of life in His name. Amen. 
 

Rev. Mark Bersche, Junior Pastoral Counselor 
 
 
 
 

[1]
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (2 Co 5:17ï21). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 

 

Pastoral Insights  

 

In the fullness of time, the angel Gabriel appeared to an elderly priest who was offering morning prayers and incense for 
the people of Israel. After 400 years of silence, God sent Gabriel to announce that the prayers for the Messiah were 
about to be answered, and Zechariahôs yet to be conceived son would prepare the way.  

 

Zechariahôs last words for some time were the Aramaic equivalent of, ñAre you kidding me?ò How typical. We wait. We 
pray. We long for Godôs answer. And then we react, ñAre you kidding me?ò   

 

Fortunately, we are living during the fullness of time. The Messiah has come! We are not living during a time of Godôs 
silence. He speaks through the Word and sacraments. As we enter a new church year, we again enter a time of waiting, 
watching and preparing. Letôs react in faith this time, saying instead, ñLord, come quickly.ò 
 

The LWML Oklahoma District planned ahead for the fullness of time by establishing the Special Gifts Fund. It provides a 
place for donations and memorials honoring special people or occasions. It is the perfect recipient for testamentary gifts. 
The fund is also appropriate for gifts designated for special projects of the LWML Oklahoma District. 

 

During the past quarter, the fund has received a gift in loving memory of Marilyn Watts. We also received gifts in honor 
of Bev Englandôs, Doris Schmallôs, and Betty Reichertôs birthdays, and as a big thank you for Teresa Nightingale and 
Carol Fruehling. 

 

If you have questions, please contact Sherrie Schroeder, Special Gifts Chairman, at oklwmlsg@gmail.com. Gifts may be 
sent to LWML Oklahoma District Financial Secretary Katie Schroeder P.O. Box 573, Okarche, OK, 73762-0573. 

 
Submitted by Sherrie Schroeder, Special Gifts Chairman 

Special Gifts Fund  
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Rev. Mark Bersche, 
Pastoral Counselor 

https://d.docs.live.net/60ba1cdc1ffa1d03/Advent%20Evening%20Prayer.docx#_ftn1
https://d.docs.live.net/60ba1cdc1ffa1d03/Advent%20Evening%20Prayer.docx#_ftnref1


LWML 
Oklahoma 
District 
Launches 
Shoe 
Collection 
Drive to 

Raise money for missions and 
helping others in third world 
countries  
LWML Oklahoma District is conducting a shoe collection 
drive from November 15, 2016 ï January 30, 2017, to raise 
funds for missions and help others in third world countries. 
LWML Oklahoma District will earn funds based on the 
number of pairs collected as the repurposing company will 
purchase all of the donated goods. Those dollars will 
benefit missions for LWML Oklahoma District through their 
Recycling Fund. Anyone can help by donating gently worn, 
used or new shoes at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
700 N. Air Depot, Midwest City, OK 73110. Questions or 
further information, contact Peggy Tarr at 405.737.1895. 

All donated shoes will be redistributed throughout the 
network of microenterprise partners in developing nations.  
The repurposing company helps impoverished people start, 
maintain and grow businesses in countries such as Haiti, 
Honduras and other nations in Central America and Africa. 
Proceeds from the shoe sales are used to feed, clothe, and 
house their families. One budding entrepreneur in Haiti 
earned enough to send her son to law school. 

We are excited about our shoe drive. We know that most 
people have extra shoes in their closets they would like to 
donate to us and help those less fortunate become self-
sufficient. Itôs a win-win for everyone. 

By donating shoes to the LWML Oklahoma District, you 
give the shoes a second chance and make a difference in 
peopleôs lives.  THANKS FOR ALL YOUR ASSISTANCE 
IN THIS REGARD. 

SAVE YOUR SHOES ï NEW, USED, AND GENTLY 
WORN SHOES. BRING THEM TO THE COLLECTION 
SITE. 

Submitted by Marguerite Christman, Meeting Manager/Recycling 

New Leadership Training Concept 
Introduced by LWML Oklahoma 
District Board of Directors  
 

Leadership is defined in the Merriam Webster Dictionary as 
1: the office or position of a leader, 2: the capacity to lead, 
and 3: the act or an instance of leading. All three definitions 
are important when leading LWML in the Oklahoma 
District. Those active for many years may have noticed that 
a leadership workshop was not held in November this year. 
Leadership workshops were valuable tools for training 
leaders in our district, zones, and societies. Only women 
able to attend, however, benefited from the workshop 
activities and materials. The current BOD has embraced a 
new concept in leadership development as we consider 
training new leaders within our district. 

 

Leadership training will be provided at each quarterly 
meeting rather than the district hosting a traditional 
leadership workshop. It is hoped that sharing important 
leadership traits with zone and district leaders during 
quarterly meetings will lead to the sharing of these traits 
with zone and society members through a brief and to-the-
point format provided by BOD.  

 

This new vision for leadership training was launched at the 
November BOD meeting. A PowerPoint presentation on 
mentoring was shared, and each new member of the BOD 
was assigned a mentor for the biennium. We looked at how 
leaders become leaders ð 10% have a natural gift for 
leadership, 5% become leaders because of a crisis, but 
85% of leaders are leaders because of another leaderôs 
influence. It takes a leader to encourage a leader. We need 
to consider this information as we look to encourage 
younger women in our congregations or societies to 
become LWML leaders.  

 

After looking at several leadership programs for training, 
Toy Box Leadership by Ron Hunter, Jr. and Michael E. 
Waddell was chosen as a guide. This book is about 
clearing away the clutter that weigh leaders down and 
returning to the basic nature of quality leadership by 
unlocking lessons from childhood. Each leadership trait is 
discussed using familiar toys that have important lessons 
about that specific trait. Our first lesson in mentoring 
reminded us of Play-DohÈ---those yellow cans, the smell, 
texture, the taste and the unlimited potential to be shaped 
over and over again. Being a Play-DohÈ person does not 
mean you are weak, gullible, or even wishy-washy, but 
rather that you are determined to be molded in positive 
ways that are essential to your development. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about mentoring for 
yourself, your society, or your congregation, contact your 
zone president or any member of the BOD for the materials 
that have been shared with them. We want this new 
concept to reach all LWML women throughout the district. 
Feel free to email at OKLWMLVPofOR@gmail.com with 
any ideas, comments or questions. 

 

Submitted by Paula Keefer, Vice President of Organizational Resources 

News from the District  
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What to wear when you  

ñGo! Tell! Serve joyfully!ò  

Consider LWMLôs new no-button purple 
polo!  Easy care and wrinkle free!  Order 
yours today. Call Concordia Publishing 
House at 1-800-325-8040. Cost of the 
shirt is $20.  

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/leader
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/leading
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News from the Zones  
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Oklahoma City 
Zone Rejoices 
during Fall Fest  
 

Holy Trinity, Edmond, hosted 
105 men and women under 
the theme ñRejoice and be 
Glad!ò A total of 2,304 pounds 
of quilts, health kits, fabric 
kits, soap, blankets, school 
kits, and baby care kits were 
added to boxes contributed 
from Kingfisher and Lawton 
Zones. All were loaded into 
Joel Bieberôs trailer on 
October 3 for a grand total of 3,390 pounds transported to 
Wichita, Kansas, for Lutheran World Relief.  

 

Boys Ranch Town, Special Care, and WINGS were the 
three recipients for Gifts from the Heart. Snacks, art and 
craft supplies, cash and gift cards were collected from 
attendees. When count was taken, 1,337 items and $420 
were brought to benefit the three agencies. 

 

Submitted by Myrna Lou Meyer, OKC Zone President 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran, Tulsa, 
displays their GLADness  
 

When the Tulsa Zone hosted last springôs LWML 
Oklahoma District Convention, host committee members 
were easily identified by turquoise scarves sewn by Ruth 
Kruse, Our Savior, Tulsa. Additionally, members of Our 
Savior were easily identified by their matching Glad bags, 
sewed and decorated during an evening meeting. See their 
group below. 
 

Submitted by Jacci Brown, Our Savior, Tulsa 

Above: Supplies collected for 
WINGS through Gifts from the 
Heart. At left: Rev. Harold 
Kamman chats with LWML 
members following OKC Zone 
Fall Fest. 

Above: Elected officers for the OKC Zone are Convention 
Delegate Betsy Allie, Edmond; Zone President Myrna Lou 
Meyer, Edmond; Secretary/Treasurer Ann Reedy, Bethany; 
Vice President Laura Schaulat, OKC; District Nominating 
Committee Christine Lee, Norman; and, not pictured, Alter-
nate Delegate Peggy Tarr, Midwest City . 

Pictured above: Ruth Kruse, Marian Sutterfield, Donna West, 
Jean Sappington, Sandra Meyer, Margo West, Claudette Brown, 

Alice Hembree, seated: Belinda Kastelic, Joy Moss. Not 
pictured: Dee Schultz.  

Mission Speakers, Human and K9, 
Give LWML Reasons to Rejoice 
and Be Glad ! During Fall Fests  

 

The Tulsa Zone welcomed John Over and Rufus Comfort 
Dog, to its Fall Fest, hosted by Our Savior, Tulsa, on 
September 24. The following week on October 1, the 
Panhandle Zone welcomed Koey Keylon and Rufus 
Comfort Dog to its Fall Fest at Trinity, Guymon. Those in 
attendance enjoyed a PowerPoint presentation explaining 
the Lutheran Church Charities (LCC)-K9 Comfort Dog 
Ministry. Since 2008, this bridge for compassion ministry 
has been utilized to respond with comfort (psychological 
and emotional) and support to people in disaster and 
trauma situations. Comfort dogs with their handlers have 
been instrumental in aiding individuals to begin and to 
continue the healing process. With headquarters in 
Northbrook, Illinois, the LCC-K9 Comfort Dog Ministry has 
100 dogs ready to be deployed throughout our nation. 
Rufus Comfort Dog is based at St. Markôs, Edmond.  
 

Other Fall Fest speakers this year included Rev. Nordeen 
Bennai, who spoke to the Miami Zone on the truth behind 
the Muslim faith, and Bruce Crain, St. Paul, Enid, who 
spoke to the Enid Zone on his work with prison ministry.  

 

From zone quarterly reports 

 


