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Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then they said among the nations, ñThe 
Lord has done great things for them.ò The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad. Psalm 126:2-3 (ESV) 
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SONshine from Susan  
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I need to finish this one last LWML email.  There is the buzzer. The 
cookies are burning!  My arthritis has flared up today, and the rug I am 
weaving is only half done.  The phone rings, the plants need water, and 
Brad is waiting for dinner!   How easy it is to focus on the business in 
our lives.  We want to be full of joy and hope, and to be GLAD, but 
frequently it seems impossible because too many people and situations 
drain that gladness.   

 

A recent Mustard Seed devotion reminded me the Holy Spirit is always in us. He desires to fill us 
with good things and to assure us that God is at work in our lives.  He enables us to focus on our 
loving God who cares for us.  Then we can know true joy and peace and gladness.  They are 
ours through faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

The 2016 Oklahoma District LWML Convention theme is ñwe are GLAD!ò  Join me at the Tulsa Marriott on April 15 &16 
as we study Godôs Word, fellowship, learn about wonderful mission opportunities, select Mission Grants and elect new 
officers for the coming biennium.  And wait until you see what the Young Woman Representatives are going to teach us 
to do with Boomwackersé 

Shine on! 

Godôs blessings, President Susan Brunkow 

Susan  

Brunkow 

ñLet your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.ò   
Matthew 5:16 (ESV) 

 

 
 

 
Registration 
Friday, April 15, 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday, April 16, 7:30 a.m. 
 

Servant Activities 
Friday, April 15, 9 a.m. 
 

Exhibits and LWML Store 
Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 

Convention 
Opening Friday at 12:45 p,m with 
singing 
Banner Procession Friday at 1 p.m. 
Closing at 3 p.m. Saturday 
 

 
 

Friday April 15 
-Delegate Orientation 
-Choir Practice 
-Servant Activities 
-Bible Study 
-Mission Grant Selection 
-Interest Sessions 
-Evening Banquet 
-Worship with Communion at Christ 
the Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 

Saturday April 16 
-Bible study 
-Mission Speakers 
-Election of Officers 
-Dedication of Gifts from the Heart 
-Young Womenôs Presentation 
-Interest Sessions 
-Installation of new officers 
-Closing Worship 

 

 

 
 

Convention Offerings 
Two offerings will be collected at the 
District Convention. The first will be 
taken at the Friday night worship 
service and will fund District mission 
grants. The second offering will be 
taken at the Saturday closing service 
and will be divided equally among two 
Oklahoma District missionaries serving 
in foreign mission fields.  Rev. Ed 
Hosch is with LCMS missions at The 
Mighty Fortress Mercy House in Lima 
Peru. David Ersland is part of 
the Nsenga Bible Translators team in 
Zambia, Southern Africa with Lutheran 
Bible Translators. 

Convention Highlights  

Attention Delegates  

Watch for your delegate packet coming soon! Included will be information on candidates, proposed mission grants, and 
proposed bylaws changes. Delegate Orientation will be held on Friday, April 15, at 11 a.m. It is important that all 
delegates attend this informational meeting. Box lunches may be eaten during this meeting, and delegates will be able 
to attend the choir rehearsal following the delegate orientation.  



Getting to the Marriott Tulsa Hotel Southern Hills  

1902 E. 71st Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 
From the Turner Turnpike: I-44, exit Lewis to 71st, turn right.  

 

From the north I-169 to I-44, exit Lewis to 71st, turn right.  

 

From the south: 75 highway to I-44, exit Lewis to 71st, turn right 

 

From the east: I-51 to I-44, exit Lewis to 71st, turn right 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Convention Blood Drive 
in Honor of  
Susan Bieber  
 

 

In honor of Susan Bieberôs life and contributions to the 
Oklahoma District LWML TEENs and YWRs, the Young 
Women Representatives encourage convention attendees 
to donate blood on Friday morning of the District 
Convention. Please acknowledge your desire to donate 
on your registration form (see page 6) so that the Red 
Cross Bloodmobile may staff accordingly. Donations will be 
accepted from 9 a.m. to noon on Friday, April 15.  
 

Submitted by Dianna Just, Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

  

Raising GLAD 
Voices  
LOTS OF SINGING!  Thatôs 
what weôll have ï and thatôs 
what weôll do ï at the LWML 
Oklahoma District Convention 
2016 in Tulsa.  We sing more 
when we are GLAD. Because 
the Lord has done and continues 
to do great things for us, we are glad and will sing of Godôs 
goodness to us.  Lots of songs are prepared for 
EVERYONE to sing throughout our time together at the 
convention.  ñShout to the Lordò is the theme song of the 
convention and the song, ñBe Ye Gladò, supporting the 
convention theme of ñwe are GLADò will be sung by the 
choir in the Friday evening worship service.  
 

Those participating in the choir will have two rehearsals:  
11:45 a.m. Friday morning, April 15, in the Marriott Hotel 
and 7 p.m. Friday evening before the opening worship 
service at Christ the Redeemer Lutheran Church.  The 
choir will sing from the main level in the sanctuary, 
eliminating the challenge of climbing the 23 spiral stair 
steps to the balcony.  The music will be easily learned in 
the allotted time. If you want to get a head start, go to 
Youtube and select ñBe Ye Gladò by Michael Kelly 
Blanchard to hear and get familiar with the song.  Be sure 
you indicate your choice to sing in the choir on the 
registration form. 
 

Music leaders include Lori Coleman, song leader; Sharon 
Greene, accompanist; Jane Liljegren, choir director; and 
Norma Muller, organist and choir accompanist.  

 

Submitted by Norma Muller, Music Chairman  

Zone Banners  
Donôt forget to bring your zoneôs convention 
banner! Banners should have a top casing for a 
dowel rod brought by the zone. Banners should 
measure 2ô by 3ô. Poles for carrying the banners 
will be provided at convention. Zone presidents will 
carry the banners during the opening procession.  

CAMP GLAD is for children ages 6 months 
to 11 years at the convention. This will be 
held in a designated area at the Marriott 

Hotel. You will need to indicate on your registration form that you will be 
bringing a child or children to the convention. When the registrar 

receives your registration, she will send you a Medical and Emergency 
Form that must to be completed for each child and mailed to the 
Convention Child Care Chairman listed on the form. Pre-registration is 
required by April 1. On-site registration will not be available. 
 

Activities will be planned for the children and all meals and snacks will 
be provided for them unless you prefer to provide those yourself.  
So, send your children to CAMP GLADðboth you and your child(ren) 
will be glad you did.   

CAMP GLAD! 
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Bible Study and Missions  

Mission Speaker  
Carlotta Tiews  
 

Miss Carlotta Tiews is currently a 
student at the University of Tulsa 
where she is majoring in German. 
She is also a photographer 
(available for hire at any time). 
Traveling is one of her greatest 
passions and she is fascinated by 
other cultures--she recently 
returned from Nairobi, Kenya, 

where she lived for six months as a missionary for The 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  Miss Tiews is a member 
of Grace Lutheran, Tulsa. 
 

 
Carlotta Tiews 

Mission Speaker  
Phillip Fischaber  

 
Mr. Phillip Fischaber is a 
domestic mission vicar at St. 
Johnôs Lutheran Church, 
Beardstown, Illinois, where he is 
engaged in Latino ministry. He 
grew up in the Enid area, 
attending Zion, Lahoma. He is a 
member of Grace Lutheran, Tulsa, 
having attended while a student at 
the University of Tulsa, majoring 
in history and religion. He is 
currently a third year Master of Divinity student at 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 

 
Phillip Fischaber 

 
Our Bible 
Study Leaders 
Rev. Mike and 
Cheryl Mattil  
 
 

Rev. Mike & Cheryl (nee Thiele) Mattil met while they were 
students at what was then Concordia Lutheran College, 
Austin (now Concordia University ï Texas). Both were 
raised in parsonages in Texas. They were married in 1979, 
then completed their degrees in elementary education at 
Concordia, Seward. They entered Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, graduating in 1984, Mike with a Master of Divinity 
and Cheryl with a Master of Arts in Religion.   

 

Mike and Cheryl served from 1984-1987 at Mount Calvary 
Lutheran Church, Watonga, Oklahoma. Since 1988, Mike 
has served as pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, Denison, 
Texas. Cheryl taught  in Sherman Public Schools as an 
instructor in special education for 17 years. Following that 
she served as the director of Grace Lutheran Preschool.  

Currently, she teaches 5th grade science in Anna, Texas.  
  
They have been involved with LWML on all levels 
throughout their ministry, and they consider the LWML a 
blessing in their ministry. Currently, Cheryl is the Strategic 
Plan Facilitator for LWML. Mike served as Pastoral 
Counselor for LWML from 2007 to 2011.  
 

The Mattils consider one of their true joys to be spending 
time with their three daughters, three sons-in-law, three 
granddaughters and grandson. 
 

 

Special Speaker  
Rev. Dr. Gerhard 
Bode  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Gerhard Bode is Associate Professor of Historical 
Theology and Dean of Advanced Studies at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. He is also the Seminary 
Archivist. Prior to serving at the Seminary, he was 
Assistant Pastor (2004ï05) and later Assistant to the 
Pastor (2005ï08) at Salem Lutheran Church in Affton, 
Missouri.  

  

Gerry was born and raised in Minnesota where his father is 
a pastor. After attending Lutheran elementary and high 
schools he attended the University of Minnesota, where he 
earned his Bachelor of Arts. He entered Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, earning his Master of Divinity, Master 
of Sacred Theology, and Doctor of Philosophy degrees. 
Additionally, he holds a Master of Arts degree from 
Washington University, St. Louis. 

 

His grandfather, Rev. Gerhard F. Bode, served as 
Oklahoma District President from 1978ï1988. His 
grandmother, Dorothy Bode, was active in LWML while 
they lived in Muskogee (1965ï2007). 

  

Gerry and his wife, Rachel, have three children: Nicholas, 
Jacob, and Katharina. They live in Glencoe, Missouri. 
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Representing LWML  
Vice President Kaye 
Wolff  
 
Kaye Wolff, Vice President of 
Special Focus Ministries loves 
serving the Lord and His people 
through her involvement in the 
LWML. Everywhere she goes, 
whether to meetings, rallies, or 
conventions, she reconnects with 
familiar faces, meets new people, 
and gets lots of hugs.  

 

Her vision for the LWML includes educating and 
encouraging young women to become more involved in the 
LWML where they grow together in the Word and in 
service. She oversees the Committee on Young Women 
and is excited about refreshing the Teen LWML program. 
Kaye would love to see three and four generations of 
women attending conventions together.  

 

As a child, Kaye asked her mother for her own Mite Box. 
She attended society meetings with her mother but did not 
completely grasp the depth of the LWML. Kaye went on to 
serve as her society President and Treasurer and is the 
current Co-Chair. On the national level she served as a 
member of the Mission Grants Committee and chaired both 
the Gospel Outreach Committee and the HOPE Committee 
before being elected Vice President of Special Focus 
Ministries at the 2015 convention in Des Moines. She also 
serves as the Michigan District LWML Leader Development 
Coordinator.  

 

Married to Rev. Paul A. Wolff, who Kaye describes as the 
love of her life, they worship at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church, Dearborn, Michigan, where Rev. Wolff serves as 
the assistant pastor. They have three grown children, four 
granddaughters, and all live within 15 miles of one another.  

 

Kaye cites 1 Peter 4:10 as her favorite Bible verse. As 
each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of Godôs varied grace. Kaye exemplifies this 
verse in all she does for our Lord and for the LWML. 

 

 

 
LWML Oklahoma District is 
pleased to have Linda Gage, 
LWMLôs National Gift Planning 
Counselor lead an interest 
session on ñGifts of Love ï 
Returning Godôs Blessingsò. 
Goals of the session include 
attendees discovering how they 
can share their faith, minimize 
taxes, bless their families, and 
make an impact on ministry 
through their estate documents, such as a will or trust. 
Time will be allowed for attendees to ask questions. The 
goal of the session is that all will leave inspired to create or 
update estate plans focused on ñReturning Godôs 
Blessings.ò Ms. Gage helps individuals and couples plan 
and direct their passion for giving to family and all 
ministries of the church, including the LWML. Ms. Gage will 
discuss how planning for ourselves, our families, and 
growing Godôs Kingdom can be done to meet our specific 
goals. Estate planning services are provided free through 
LWML. 

Remember your  
GLAD Bag  

Convention bags will not be supplied 
this year. Instead, convention 
committees ask that each attendee bring 
her (or his) own ñGLAD bag.ò Have fun 
decorating a new or repurposed bag. 
See how creative you can be! Get your 
whole society involved and make 
matching bags, or have a contest 
among yourselves. We are looking 
forward to seeing all those óGLAD bagsò to show how we 
are GLAD to serve our Lord! See you at convention! 

LWML Vice President 

Kaye Wolff 

 

Special Convention Guests  

Planned Giving 
Special Interest 
Session Scheduled  

 
Linda Gage, LWML 

National Gift 

Planning Counselor 

 

Gifts from the Heart: Onsies, Diapers, and Sheets  
As attendees ready themselves for the convention, all are encouraged to shop for 
disposable diapers, onsies, and sheet sets for twin beds. Diapers and onsies will be 
distributed to MEND in Tulsa and the Pregnancy Center in Owasso. Twin size bed 
sheets are needed at the Tulsa Women and Childrenôs Center.  

tŀƎŜ р 
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Meet the Candidates  

Vice President of Organizational Resources  

President  
Dianna Just 
Messiah Lutheran, Vinita 
LWML: 
Society:  President, Secretary, Vice-President 
Zone:  National Convention Delegate, Secretary/
Treasurer 
District:  Vice-President of Special Focus 
Ministries, District Convention 2008 Hospitality 
Chair 

 
CONGREGATION:  Vice-president, Board of Stewardship chairperson, 
Board of Evangelism chairperson, Board of Education chairperson (15 
years) 
OCCUPATION:  High school and college English teacher 
PERSONAL:  Summer mission trips to Ukraine, China, India, Hong 
Kong, Uganda, Indonesia, Jamaica, and Alaska;  enjoys making tied 
quilts and embroidery. 

Paula Keefer  
Immanuel Lutheran, Grove 
LWML: 
Society: Treasurer and President (Augusta, KS) 
Zone: Past Historian (Wichita, KS) currently PR 
Representative for Miami Zone 
District: Decorations Chair for District 
Convention 2013, Delegate (KS) 

CONGREGATION: Currently recording secretary for Church Council, 
Altar Guild, and Evangelism Committee; In previous congregation, 
recording secretary, Sunday School superintendent, banner 
chairperson 
OCCUPATION: Education Coordinator for Har-Ber Village Museum; 
26 years teaching in Kansas 

PERSONAL: Married with 2 adult children; enjoys reading, 

scrapbooking, sewing, crafts and travel. 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries  

Tishina Mindeman 
St. Peter Lutheran, Apache 
LWML 
Society:  President 
Zone:  YWR Representative 
District:  YWR Representative to Pittsburgh 
Convention; Chair for the Committee on Young 
Women  

 

National:  Member of the Committee on Young Women 
CONGREGATION:  Secretary 
OCCUPATION:  Works for the Department of Human Services 

PERSONAL:  Mother of twins; enjoys crocheting, movies, and reading. 
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Did you know you can 
register for the 

convention online?  
The LWML Oklahoma District website 
has online registration available at  
http://www.oklwml.org/conventions_meetings_test.htm.  
The form once completed will be sent to the registrar.  

There is a PayPal fee of $3. See you at convention! 

Kim Cobb 
Redeemer Lutheran, Claremore 
LWML 
Society: President, Christian Growth Chairman, 
and Secretary (San Antonio, TX), currently Bible 
study leader 
Zone: President, Vice President, Christian Growth 
Chairman (North Alamo Zone, TX), currently 
Miami Zone President 

CONGREGATION: Evangelism Board Chairman, Stephen Ministry 
Leader, choir (San Antonio, TX), currently Education Chair, Sunday 
school teacher, choir, Altar Guild, reader 
COMMUNITY: San Antonio Lutheran Chorale, currently Claremore 
Community Chorus, Tulsa All Lutheran Messiah 
PERSONAL: Married with 4 step children, 13 grandchildren; enjoys 
reading, crocheting, and sci-fi movies 

 

Special Convention 
Activities planned for 

Young Women  

(Watch for exact time and place)  
 
Friday evening pool party at the hotel 
following the reception 
Saturday morning breakfast 


