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New Logo Introduced at Convention  
As 3,471 attendees watched collectively, video revealed the new logo, explaining 
its meaning. From The Diamond Times (Saturday, June 24, 2017): ñThe heart 
represents the love and giving nature of God through His children. The drop 
symbolizes the blood of Christ or a tear of compassion. The cross above all else 
clearly shows purpose behind all that we do in the LWML. Our prayer is that this 
design will get people to take a new look ð or even a first look ð at LMWL, 
Lutheran Women in Mission and will give our faithful members a sense that their 
organization is looking towards the future and ready for 75 more years of mission 
outreach.ò 
 

President Patti Ross encouraged attendees to ready their one-minute story for 
listeners who will ask them about the logo and the mission of the LWML. Zones 
and societies are encouraged to begin using the new logo on all materials and 
correspondence. Those who are responsible for use of the new logo should go to 
www.lwml.org/logos-style-sheet for guidelines on use of the logo in publications. 

 

From www.lwml.org 

Fall Fest Plans Underway  
 

In September and October, members of the LWML 
Oklahoma District will participate in Fall Fests under 
the  theme of ñRepent and Rejoice,ò based on Psalm 
32:1. All zones will feature Bible study authored by 
LWML Oklahoma District Pastoral Counselor Rev. 
Ned Moerbe. 

 

On September 9, Panhandle Zone will meet at Saint 
Paul, Texhoma, where Jeffrey Crane of Orphan Grain 
Train will speak, while Miami Zone will meet at St. 
Paulôs, Fairland. Oklahoma District President Dianna 
Just will serve as mission speaker in Fairland.  

 
 

On September 16, Kingfisher Zone will meet at St. 
Johnôs, Okarche, to hear Carolyn Husman, Associate 
Director of Intervention and Crises Advocacy 

Network. That same day, LWML President Patti Ross will speak when Tulsa Zone 
meets at Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa. 

 

On September 23, Lawton Zone will meet at First, Chickasha. Teresa Heater and 
Sue Avis will speak about the LWML convention.  

  
On September 30, Rev. Jonathan Meyer will share his Reformation tour of 
Germany when Oklahoma City Zone meets at Messiah, Oklahoma City. On 
October 7, Ponca City Zone will meet in Stillwater where Dianna Just will speak. 
October 14 the Enid Zone will be hosted in Breckinridge at Immanuel.  

Submit news items and 
pictures for TVOS to: 
oklwmleditor@gmail.com 



In Joyful Service  
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LWML Oklahoma District members, the time is now to Tell about Albuquerque and all the 75

th
 

Anniversary celebrations of LWML!!  
 

LWML has a new logo with quite an opportunity for us to Tell what the heart, drop and cross 
symbolize.  
 

A $2.075 million mission mite goal is something to Tell about! 
 

As I reflect and talk to others about Albuquerque, I am still influenced by the emotional message 
presented by LWML Past President Ida Mall. She encouraged us to ñstep out and step forwardò to 
share Jesus with those around us, especially family. She reminded us that ñGod will give you many 
chances.ò About 10 days later, while on my VBS mission trip to Alaska, I sat in a worship service, 

and the pastor challenged us to say the name of Jesus in at least one conversation EVERY day.  
 

Deaconess Betty Knappôs Bible study closing also struck me as she shared how the themes from each of the 37 
conventions have told the LWML story, truly reflecting Godôs purpose in our lives. Even though I have been on 
numerous mission trips abroad, I agree with her statement, ñFor 99% of us, our response to Godôs call to go and serve 
wonôt be recorded in a book. Yet our response to Godôs call is not any less important. In fact, it is equally important 
because there are people whose lives intersect with ours, whose only experience with hearing the saving message of 
the Gospel may come through us.ò  If you have heard me talk about my mission trips, you have heard me say my 
biggest mission field is in room 118 of my high school where my actions speak for my Lord.  
 

I look forward to seeing many of you at Fall Fests and at the Fall Retreat! We have so much to TELL since convention 
as we continue to SERVE JOYFULLY! 

President Dianna Just 

Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 
hospitality (Romans 12:11b-13 ESV). 

 

Dianna Just,  
President 

Food for the Soul  

 

Scripture alone  Faith alone  Grace alone 
 
During this 500th anniversary of the Reformation, we give all 
thanks and praise to God for using Martin Luther and others 
to restore the true message of salvation. May we treasure 
that message, work to keep it alive, and proclaim it until 
Christ returns!  

Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr, Vice President of Christian Life 

 

Your YWR 
òEureka!ó Moment  
In this ever changing world, we 
can't be stuck in the past. We 
should never forget our history. 
Share with the young women in 
your church the 90-year history of 
the LWML. Have a brunch with a 90-year theme and have 
everyone dress in the outfit of a different decade. Share some 
of the great achievements of the LWML. Let them know about 
our rich history and encourage them to help contribute to our 
legacy. 

Submitted by Tish Mindemann, VP of Special Focus Ministries  
 

Texas Disaster Relief: The following websites contain information on the ongoing needs for those affected by 

Hurricane Harvey: LCMS Texas District:  www.txlcms.org/how-can-i-help-hurricane-harvey, LCMS Southern 
District:  http://southernlcms.org/disaster-relief-donations/, Orphan Grain Train:  http://www.ogt.org/news/
newsroom.html/article/2017/08/25/please-help-us-help-texas, LCMS Disaster Relief: https://www.lcms.org/harvey. 
Consider collecting donations for relief efforts. Pray for those affected.  



There are two aspects to sharing the Good News. We usually think of the active sense. We 
share the Gospel when we tell those who do not know of Jesus and the salvation that He has 
won for us through His life, death, and resurrection. We share the Good News when we tell our 
neighbors of the One who can heal their broken hearts and troubled consciences. We share 
the Good News when we bring our children and grandchildren to Vacation Bible School. We 
share the Good News by supporting missions with our mites. 
 

We share the good news, also, in a passive sense. We sit down in church surrounded by other 
beaten and bruised sinners, those who are weighed down by the abuses of the world and 
those afflicted by their own guilt and shame. Even though we may not know what they are 
facing and are thinking of our own troubles, the Gospel comes to all. We confess our sins 
together and are absolved together. Together we cry out, ñLord, have mercy!ò and ñPraise to 
You, O Lord!ò We confess the faith and remind ourselves and each other that ñfor us men and 
for our salvation Jesus came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
Virgin Mary.ò Together we look forward to ñthe resurrection of the body and the life of the world 
to come.ò What is this but sharing the Good News?  
 

Sharing in the passive sense is not an excuse to ignore sharing in the active sense, nor vice 
versa. Rather both draw us into the communion of the Holy Christian Church which is the body 
of Christ.  
 

There is much buzz in the Lutheran church right now about the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. This October our Oklahoma District of The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod will see even more 
Reformation celebrations than usual, all because 500 years ago a friar in Germany wanted to debate the practice of 
selling indulgences. Our Synodôs slogan for this celebration is ñItôs still all about Jesus.ò 
ñ 

Luther is properly remembered in the church only when he is remembered for pointing us to Jesus. The debate about 
indulgences is pointless if we donôt look to how Jesus is at the center of our forgiveness. Jesus died for our sins. Jesus 
rose to promise us new life. Jesus breathed on His disciples. He bestowed the Holy Spirit and gave them authority and 
responsibility to speak His forgiveness to repentant hearts. The forgiveness is no good if it comes from your payment for 
a piece of paper or if it is based on manôs word denying Godôs Law or excusing your actions.  
 

But when Jesus speaks, His lambs listen. When Jesus is merciful and gracious to us, timid hearts become joyful and 
bold. Let us give thanks and rejoice that the Holy Spirit brings Christôs gifts to us and equips us to share them with our 
neighbors. Take advantage of the opportunities that the Lord has provided to share this good news with others, actively 
and passively. 

 

 Rev. Ned Moerbe, Senior Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights  

Raising my Ebenezer  
 

One of my favorite hymns is #686, ñCome, Thou Fount of Every Blessingò. I especially sing out 
on verse two, ñHere I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help Iôve comeò. If that seems strange 
to you, you must not have had the time to read the footnote. òEbenezerò means ñThus far has 
the Lord helped usò and was the name given to the stone of remembrance that Samuel raised 
to Godôs glory (1 Sam. 7:12). 

 

Every time I sing that verse, Iôm struck by the importance of marking Godôs help and 
faithfulness. What strength would I find in seeing those markers stretch back through my 
history with God? How much more fully would I desire to praise Him if I remembered that this 
blessing is one in a string of many? But how can I set those markers without building a rock 
garden in my back yard? 

 

The Oklahoma District LWML has one answer in the Special Gifts Fund, a fund that provides a 
place for donations and memorials, for honoring special people, or for marking occasions or 
blessings from God. The Special Gifts Fund provides a way to raise an Ebenezer. 

 

During the past quarter, the fund has received gifts in loving memory of Madelien Reutter. 

 

If you have questions, please contact Sherrie Schroeder, Special Gifts Chairman at 
oklwmlsg@gmail.com. Gifts may be sent to Oklahoma District LWML Financial Secretary Katie 
Schroeder P. O. Box 573, Okarche OK 73762-0573. 

Submitted by Sherrie Schroeder, Special Gifts Chairman   

Special Gifts Fund  
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Rev. Ned Moerbe,  
Senior Pastoral  
Counselor 

Miss the 
Convention?  
 
If you missed 
attending the LWML 
Convention in 
Albuquerque, and 
you are wondering 
what the excitement 
was all about, then 
see Convention 
Reflections, a special 
supplement to this 
issue of The Voice of 
Service. Photos of 
the events and the 
impressions of those 
who attended are 
featured.  
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News from the District  
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Be Ready...  

 

For LWML Sunday in October. 

Worship and devotional materials 
have received approval from 
LCMS Doctrinal Review. LWML 
Sunday Materials are available for 
purchase through cph.org. To 
place orders, go first to lwml.org 
and find LWML Sunday under 
ñEvents.ò Clicking on the desired 
items will lead to cph.org.  

From www.lwml.org 

Come to October 20-21 at Canyon Camp and Conference 
Center, Hinton, Oklahoma, to relax with friends, share 
laughter and stories, and spend time with God.  

 

Find the registration form and a map to the center at 
www.oklwml.org. Click on ñcalendarò on the left sidebar 
and find the link in ñupcoming events.ò Registration is $70 
before October 6, $80 after. Registration and fees are due 
by October 14. Fee includes overnight accommodations in 
the lodge and meals. Two ADA-accessible rooms will be 
available. Retreaters should bring their own soft drinks 
and snacks. Ice will be available. Check in begins at 5 pm 
on Friday.  

 

Canyon Camp and Conference Center is located at 31600 
Camp Road, Route 2, Box 29, Hinton, OK. 73047.  

 Our Savior, Tulsa, Equips Children for School  

 

Marian Sutterfield, Alice Hembree, Linda Miller, Margaret Anderson and Jean 
Sappington of Our Savior Lutheran/Sow & Sew/LWML recently completed 29 
embroidered backpacks for children who reside in a domestic violence center. To 
encourage the children to read, each child received a backpack for their reading 
books.  The backpacks were personalized with each childôs name using fabric 
markers.  

  
Submitted by Ruth Kruse, Our Savior, Tulsa 

Butterfly LWML Scarf Available 
Now Online  

 

See to the left something new in LWML 
products: A lovely butterfly scarf. This 
scarf is hand washable. On the bottom 
purple band is the slogan ñLutheran 
Women in Mission.ò This scarf is yours for 
$20. Call Bev England at 918.557.4467 or 
order it online at lwml.org, then click on 
shop LWML.  
 

Recycling the Evening  
Women of Grace LWML are the packers... 
of recyclable cartridges, that is. Grace 
Lutheran LWML, Tulsa, spent an evening 
packing recycling items and cleaning out 
kitchen cabinets. They had a snack 
dinner, packed the items, and closed the 
evening with the Grace Wednesday night 
Divine Worship service. In attendance 
were Bev England, Toni Watson, Judy 
Hall, Susan Postier, Ginger Smith, and 
Kim Hood. It was fun and great fellowship! 
 

Submitted by Bev England,  
Public Relations Chairman 

 

 
LWML 
Welcomes 
New 
Pastor  
 
 
Mark Blakeman, a 2017 graduate of 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, was ordained and 
installed as Pastor of Zion, Fairmont, on 
August 13 at 4 pm. LWML Oklahoma 
District President Dianna Just presented  
him with an LWML tie. 

Save the date  
LWML Oklahoma District 
Convention  
Theme: Great Is Thy Faithfulness  
Date:  April 13 & 14, 2018 
Place: Hilton Garden Inn,  
   Lawton 

tel:(918)%20557-4467
http://lwml.org/


News from the Mission Field  
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Mission Work in 
Romania  
Romania is a country with a long 
history and a colorful past. From 
the modern capital city of 
Bucharest to the rustic 
Transylvanian villages, much can 
be seen. Historically the country 
has a long connection with the 
Eastern Orthodox Church, but 
some portions, especially in 
Transylvania, have a strong 
Lutheran heritage. The atheism 
of communist rule in the past 
century, however, continues to 
have a lasting effect on much of the nation. Many 
churches, like much of Europe, are more museums than 
houses of worship. In a small Anglican church in the middle 
of Bucharest, rarely used for the last few decades, the 
liturgy is being sung again, not by Anglicans, but by a 

group of 
Lutherans who 
rent the 
building on 
Sunday 
evenings. This 
group is a 
mission of St. 
Michaelôs 
Lutheran 
Church in 
Prague, a 
center for 

LCMS Eurasian mission work and support.  

Sorin-Horia Trifa serves the Bucharest mission as a vicar 
and will soon be ordained into the Office of the Holy 
Ministry. He organizes services and outreach. He leads 
worship every Sunday and catechizes new converts.  

Often these converts are hearing the Gospel for the first 
time. They may trickle into the building, surprised to see its 
doors open, but they stay to be forgiven and to hear the 
precious Word of God. 

The historic Lutheran presence in Romania has become 
almost entirely cultural. Remaining services in 
Transylvania, for example, are still led, preached, and sung 
in German. Fewer and fewer Germans stay in Romania, 
however, and even fewer German pastors go to Romania 
to spread the Gospel and administer God's gifts of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper. 

Vicar Trifa is dedicated to preaching the Gospel in 
Romanian, the common language of the country. A 
Romanian Bible is published, but Vicar Trifa, with the aid of 
LCMS missionary support, has translated liturgy and 
several hymns into Romanian himself. He also participates 
in a local television show in which a three-person panel of 
clergy represent the three historic religions of Romania: 

Romanian Orthodoxy, Roman Catholicism, and 
Lutheranism. He is able to emphasize the forgiveness of 
sins and the centrality of Christ no matter what cultural 
topic or changes they may discuss on the show. 

Mary and I joined his congregation, these brothers and 
sisters in Christ, on Pentecost Sunday.  It was an honor to 
preach (Vicar Trifa translated a sermon I had written and 
read it to the congregation) and celebrate the Lordôs 
Supper with them. Soon Vicar Trifa will be ordained, but 
until then the mission may celebrate the Lordôs Supper only 
when a pastor visits from outside the country. What a 
wonderful day to worship in another language and 
opportunity to see the Spirit's work in the harvest field! 

Although we did not 
speak the language, 
we could follow the 
service fine because 
we could follow the 
music, which is 
identical to our 
Lutheran Service 
Book, Service 3. We 
recognized the Kyrie, 
Gloria in Excelsis, 
etc. It was also 
special knowing that 
this is where my 
sister, Sandranell, 

has received God's gifts of the forgiveness of her sins and 
strengthening of her faith during her year-long military 
deployment in Romania. 

Due to the generosity and thoughtfulness of the LWML 
Oklahoma District, we presented to Vicar Trifa and his 
congregation LWML bears. The congregation is small, so 
some will be given away as opportunities present 
themselves. My sister is giving the rest to local workers on 
the Navy Base where she is stationed.  

 

We are thankful to God for this mission, this Spirit-given 
growth, and the faithful man who preaches the Good News 
in Romania. Please keep Vicar Trifa and those he serves in 
your prayers as they prepare for his ordination and 
continue to reach out into their community.  

Submitted by Rev. Ned Moerbe, Pastoral Counselor 

Rev. Ned Moerbe with Vicar Sorin-Horia Trifa 
of the Bucharest mission.  

St. Michaelôs Lutheran 
Church, Prague, Romania 

Worship is held on Sunday evenings. 

Rev. Ned and Mary Moerbe with congregation members of St. 
Michaelôs Lutheran Church, Prague, Romania 
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